Lasers in Medical Science was launched in 1986 "to provide a new avenue of communication for discussion and exchange of information among various clinical disciplines and between clinician and non -clinician " [1] . In this special series of articles, the associate guest editors have attempted to invite scientists from the clinic as well as from the lab to present the reader with the ins and outs of endovenous laser ablation.
Not too long after its invention in 1960, lasers have taken an important place in the daily medical practice. The skin is the organ par excellence to be exposed to laser light with the aim to treat for dermatological as well as cosmetic requests from patients.
Varicose veins are one of the most common human diseases. Prevalence of clinical varicose veins ranges from 10-40 % in man and 26-32 % in women. The repeated variation of these estimates [2] [3] [4] [5] can at least partially be explained by differences in the disease definition, the study population, and the methods of estimation. Varicose veins are hemodynamically characterized by reflux. Serious reflux leads to venous hypertension and finally, a leg ulcer. Varicose veins are common in 77 % of the women above 70 years of age and leg ulcerations occur in 4-5 % of the patients older than 80 years [6, 7] . Surgical stripping, introduced by the American surgeon Keller in 1905 [8] , has been for over 100 years the gold standard of treatment for varicose veins. However, new technology offers the physician the possibility to introduce a laser fiber into the varicose veins and to perform endovenous laser ablation procedures. And, a revolution has taken place in favor of the varicose vein patient. No hospitalization, no general anesthesia, less postoperative complaints like pain, and also a significant reduction in costs for the treatment thanks to the medical laser.
We, the associate guest editors, are proud to offer in this special a broad overview of the recent developments in ins and outs of endovascular venous laser ablation. The contribution of clinical and non-clinical scientists, often in one paper in this special, is actually unique for this subject. We have invited very carefully the most prominent leaders in this field to write the articles. As endovenous laser ablation is a hot item in phlebology, we believe that this special series of articles contributes seriously to a better understanding and future fine tuning of this elegant therapy for a broad group of patients. The socialeconomic positive impact of this laser technique is of general societal importance. We hope that the readers will find the same pleasure in reading these articles as we had in editing them.
Finally, we reviewed very carefully all invited papers ourselves and, in case of co-authorship, we asked others to give their opinion on the manuscript and again, we very carefully complied with their critiques.
